THE MIDDLE YEARS
the Constitution and Rules of Procedure through
carefully again and again, but between the consti-
tutional form and the parliamentary practice there
is as great a difference as between the Gospels
and the Church. I kept my eyes open and my
thoughts to myself. The Government tribune looked
to me like an altar; we down below were supposed
to be the believers. I soon discovered that there was
a fine library in the Parliament; I did not neglect it
among the quantities of meetings, and there I read
political literature. I was still immature and in-
experienced in politics; as an orator I had some
success; I spoke on education, in the Delegations,
the joint committee of the Austrian and Hun-
garian Parliaments which dealt with Foreign Affairs,
I led an attack against the Minister Kdllay on the
Bosnia Herzegovina question; that had the advan-
tage of winning me the friendship of the Croat and
Serb members of Parliament, I travelled through
Bosnia Herzegovina, watched by Kallay's spies.
Once I annoyed the German member, Menger, so
much that he called me a traitor; there was a great
foss about that; Menger was reprimanded and had
to apologize to me before the whole House.
AAer a number of differences I came into con-
flict with the Party. It happened like this. The first
time that I spoke to Lieutenant Thun in Parliament
at Prague he expressed himself very insultingly